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Inland Navigation Europe

INE is the European platform of national & regional 
waterway managers and promotion bureaux  waterway managers and promotion bureaux, 
established in 2000 with the support of the 
European Commission. INE is a neutral platform 
without commercial interests. 

INE sees major opportunities to contribute to long-
 i  f  i bl  i  b  term strategies for sustainable transportation by 

moving more goods by water in EU regions and 
cities with accessible and navigable rivers and cities with accessible and navigable rivers and 
canals.

www.inlandnavigation.eu  
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Inland shipping today & potential

Rhine-Scheldt corridor 

Illustration of a success story

What is the potential

Why important potential today

How to multiply this potential  How to multiply this potential  
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Rhine-Scheldt corridor 63% of total IWT

Waterways = ports take advantage
of natural asset which connects
markets

Rhine-
Scheldt
corridor
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Essential part in in the supply chain of steel, chemical and petrochemical
industry, construction, food and wholesale/retail industry



Container ship
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Car ship
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Small ship
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Tanker ship
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Silo ship
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River hopper
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Estuary ship (400 TEU – 5,000t)
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What potential

Enable seaports to sustainably grow: more cargo

Rotterdam  AmsterdamRotterdam, Amsterdam

Antwerp, Ghent

 FR t  V i  C t tnew: FR ports, Venice, Constantza

New markets

pallets, fresh produce, waste

alternative fuels, CO2, biomass
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Long and short distance



What potential (2)
Enabling seaports to sustainably grow: Rotterdam

Containers

Enabling seaports to sustainably grow: Rotterdam

Maasvlakte II: +13 million TEU in hinterland transports
2035 modal split targets Port of Rotterdam:

8.1 million TEU IWT (*5)( )
3.6 million TEU Rail (*6)
6.3 million TEU Road (*2.7)

But also other markets
Biomass (power plants)
Biofuels replacing fossil fuels
Waste transport
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What potential (3)
New markets

R li t ti  t i  

New markets

Relieve port congestion: container 
transferium and craneships

FloraHolland: successful pilot with plants, p p ,
now expanded to all feasible water routes, 
40% carbon savings

UPM Kymmene : round trips with wasteUPM Kymmene : round trips with waste
paper bales and reels in 45' swap bodies 
with side sliding tarpaulins, 40% carbon
savingssavings

Juice in tank containers and Heineken beer
in containers in NL
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Nike, P&G, Baxter …



What potential(4)
Long and short distancesLong and short distances
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Why important potential today

transport IWT 3Ctransport IWT 3C

Congestion
increase Capacity to grow

Cost increase Costs on board 
low

Carbon and other
emission increase

Carbon and other
emissions
d
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emission increase decrease



Why important potential today (2) 
The 3Cs of IWTThe 3Cs of IWT

Capacity: only land mode with spare capacity

Costs: internal and external costs low

Carbon and other emission: fuel efficiency running Carbon and other emission: fuel efficiency running 
on road fuel (mandatory since 2011)
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Why important y p
potential today (3)
InnovationInnovation

Diesel-electric

LNGLNG

Electric zero emission city 
suppliers Utrecht & Amsterdam

Battery and hydrogen

Smart steaming

Green Award Foundation
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How to boost potential
Vision of green corridorsVision of green corridors
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How to multiply this potential
Copy the successful examples C t  l l l i fi ldCopy the successful examples Create a level playing field

Sound infrastructure system: 
physical and intelligent  physical and intelligent, 
modal and multi-modal

Make multi-modal as easy-to-y
use as unimodal

Scan and remove
administrative barriersRhine administrative barriers
Neutralise transhipment
costs with ecobonus

Green corridors via bundling & 

Rhine-
Scheldt
corridor

Green corridors via bundling & 
sharing: less costs, less carbon

Make use of EU framework
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Naiades II (2014-2020), TEN-T



TEN-T project 30
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Integrated approach

Building on multi-functional waterway asset
Vehicle for navigation  tourism  ecoservices  water supply  Vehicle for navigation, tourism, ecoservices, water supply, 
water protection, regional development
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Just add water
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INE  Inland Navigation Europe  www.inlandnavigation.org
email info@inlandnavigation.org  phone +32 2 553 62 70 


